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CONFESSIONS OF THE EDITOR
In the issue of February 10 the Cover featured a hymn
tune by Ron Long to words by Sarah McTaggart. An
explanation for its use should have been included in that
issue. It was overlooked. The editor attempts to make
amends.
To the long-time readers of the Visitor the name of
Sarah McTaggart has a familiar ring. She was a frequent
contributor to its pages.
The name of Ron Long is better known to another
generation—the high school and college age—for he works
with this age through the Admissions Office at Messiah
College.
Ron is also- a talented musician and the hymn tune
shown on the February 10 cover was his entry that won
First Prize in the Centennial Hymn Writing Contest
sponsored by the Commission on Church Music at the past
General Conference. He is the Minister of Music for the
Grantham Church. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley
Long of the Upland congregation and is married to the
former Cathy Nissly.
The second confession has to do with the Pulpit and Pew
page of this issue. To the alert reader who recognizes that
the page editor for this feature is Bishop Climenhaga it may
call for a second look when he notes the lead sentence in
the NHA Convention release. For that alert reader's benefit
and Bishop Climenhaga's peace of mind let it be known
that the choice was the editor's and not the bishop's. (For
that matter this was also the case of the article "The Support We Pledged.")
Now that you have read these confessions you may read
the Visitor.
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Editorial
Living in Tension
Tension is not generally considered good. The headaches
and sleepless nights and shrill voice are not desirable. So by
drugs and food, in activity and travel, and by faith and
prayer we seek to relieve tension. [Most of us would
approve of the counsel a friend of mine would consistently
offer at the appropriate time-"stay loose."]
But tension in the world of ideas is both good and
necessary. It is about this good meaning that we wish to
reflect. To seek to escape the tension in ideas is to
encourage intolerance and promote extremism. To seek to
escape tension in the Christian faith is to deny or at least
sell short a facet of Christian truth and to plant the seeds of
heresy.
A foundational doctrine of the Christian faith is the
Incarnation—"the Word became flesh and dwelt among us."
The integrity of this doctrine depends upon keeping the
humanity and deity of Christ in proper tension. The earliest
Christian heresy (see I John:l) was the denial or the
minimizing of Christ's humanity—He was not really man.
Later heresies questioned His deity—He was not really God.
Both sought to relieve the tension.
The writers of the creed recognized the need to maintain
this tension when they stated that He was "very man of
very man, and very God of very God." There is the subtle
drift for all of us to relieve this tension. We do it in violence
to the biblical revelation and"to its great significance.
Or take the Christian doctrine of salvation with its
tension between grace and works—God's role and man's.
The gospel has suffered at the hands of those who seek to
resolve it by denying man's role and seeing it entirely of
God. The result is an absence of good works and an abuse
of God's grace—cheap grace that justifies sin rather than the
sinner. We are aware as well of the tragic consequence when
the human role is emphasized at the expense of grace and
reform replaces regeneration and pride replaces trust.
Even in the practical areas of the church's life it is
necessary to maintain a biblical tension.
Take evangelism and nurture. Some tension may well
exist because of an inadequate understanding of each. Some
expect too much from evangelism; others expect too little.
Some count too much on nurture; others see little need.
But, when both are seen in their New Testament perspective
there -still remains a tension which must be maintained.
Neither is sufficient or effective without the other. Indeed
the two are clearly held in tension in the great commission
"make disciples. .. teaching . .."
Then there are the horizontal and vertical relationships
of the Christian life—love for God and love for the
neighbor. How easy it is to give a priority to one of these in
practice and give optional status to the other. If it is love
for God we stress, personal piety becomes sentimentality as
we neglect our obligation to our neighbor. But how dry
becomes the wellspring of our concern for others when this
concern is not prompted by the living water of God's Spirit.
February 25, 1971

The Christian church and denominations are divided
because they are unwilling to live in tension with these two
commandments. We may learn a parable from the television
screen for only when both the horizontal hold and the
vertical hold are functioning properly do we have an
acceptable picture.
Then there is the tension of freedom and discipline; the
individual and the group. What is the attitude of the
congregation towards the member and the responsibility of
the member to the fellowship? This tension is easily lost.
There is the temptation to delegate responsibility to the
individual and the Spirit. Except for the most dramatic of
sins the group exercises little responsibility or discipline.
Over against this position there is the concern for the image
of the visible community and the desire to codify regulations and behavior and to insist upon conformity—even
prior to acceptance in the group.
The result of either practice is a high mortality rate. To
recognize the need for growth and maturity by the
newborn in Christ and at the same time to provide the
discipline and concern of the family of faith calls for the
maintainance of tension. There is no escape.
The living with these tensions—and there are many more
that one could list—has various implications for the church
and for each Christian.
First of all, we should not be disturbed by living in
tension. It is biblical. It is a sign of health and maturity.
Like the strings of a violin, tension is necessary. And just as
the artist we should not seek to eliminate tension but to
keep it tuned to the true pitch as found in the Scriptures
and supremely in Christ.
Second: One of God's means of maintaining the health
of the church is through the granting of gifts. He gives some
pastors and some prophets. He gives some teachers and
some evangelists. A proper respect for gifts and a mature
attitude towards tension will result in a respect for each gift
rather than the honoring of some and the despising of
others. One with a special gift sees himself as a worker
together with those with other gifts and not as a competitor.
Third: Let us be grateful for biblical tensions which may
be a part of our own theology and church life. Beware of
the easy answers! Whether it is the tension between crisis
and nurture; holiness as an experience or a- way of life;
social concern and evangelism; respect for civil authority
and obedience to God; or individual responsibility and the
role of the fellowship; there will be a healthy tension if we
will be true to the Scriptures. And our ability as a church to
communicate and minister will be enhanced as we maintain
tensions and keep them constantly adjusted to the biblical
norm.
Fourth: We dare not see these tensions as sapping our
energy or destroying our initiative. The result of biblical
tension is not the cancelling out of the two truths held in
tension but the discovery of new truth that is exciting and
biblical. Out of the tension of grace and human effort rises
the truth of obedience. The tension of love for God and
love for neighbor produces the life of a love-motivated
ministry. And from the tension of individual responsibility
and a disciplined fellowship comes the new community of
love and concern.
The Christian faith is like a finely-tuned instrument. The
more closely it is tuned to the biblical revelation the truer
will be the message. Its integrity and authenticity will
depend upon its proper tension.

Evangelism and the
Ross Nigh

The Canadian Congress on Evangelism was a study in contrast. There was
everything from Pentecostals to Anglicans, from the so-called "Jesus freaks"
(a communal living group from the
House of Emmaus in Toronto) to the
dignified Archbishop of York, the
second ranking primate in the Church of
England. A large group of young delegates, in varying styles of hair and
clothes, took an active part in the
Congress. A wide range of music, to fit
every taste, was featured. It was of note
that the two main singing groups were
the New Action singers from Roberts
Wesleyan College in Rochester and a
Mennonite Choir from Winnipeg, representing the two backgrounds that are
merged in the Brethren in Christ
Church. This wide diversity provided a
needed lesson to all in Christian acceptance.
The leadership made every effort to
make everyone feel an integral part of
the Congress. The group discussions, the
interaction sessions, the ''meet the
press," the "bare pit," were all designed
to strengthen fellowship and understanding. Many youth delegates were
subsidized, making possible a youth
delegation of over twenty-five per cent
of the total. In a practical way the
planning committee demonstrated their
spirit of Christian acceptance, as it was
reported two of them shared their
rooms with persons from the street who
needed accommodation. On the other
hand, it is only fair to report that one
Congress leader, in his sensitivity to
"image," "blew his top" at a CBC
television crew for interviewing a longhaired and bearded young man with a
dignified Brethren in Christ bishop.
My own workshop group dealt with
the subject "Evangelism and the rejected—the poor; the aged; the eccentric; the sub-normal; the alcoholic; racial
and ethnic groups; political enemies."
Time did not permit us to discuss in
depth the Christian responsibility to
The writer is pastor of the Falls View
congregation and a member of the Board for
Missions, serving as Canadian treasurer.

each of these groups, but the following
suggests the gist of our discussions.
Rejection is a common
sin among Christians
Bigotry and prejudice have caused
Christians to build walls that have shut
themselves off from others. The tragic
history of the implication of the church
in sins against the dignity of man by
involvement in slavery is one example.
The failure of the church in Canada to
cry out against, and make amends for
the treatment of our original Canadians
is another. The church has become a
comfortable middle-class society, with
little concern for the very poor who feel
unwanted in the inner circle of the
church's fellowship. The eccentric, outcasts, drug addicts, criminals, drunkards,
and many others are often spurned by
"respectable" Christians.
The rejected need to know
Christian acceptance
People know when they are rejected,
and this is a bitter experience for them,
and more bitter when they are rejected
by the followers of One who lived for
others. The success of Alcoholics
Anonymous is built on the fact that the
members understand the failures and
struggles of one another. In this acceptance of each other as they are, they find
mutual strength. The Christian, who
though "born in sin," and so unworthy,
found forgiveness and acceptance as "a
son of God" should be ready to show
love and concern to all regardless of
public opinion or popular prejudice.
Acceptance is expensive
One lady in our study group told of
opening her home to troubled and
homeless youth. She had five children
of her own, yet she and her family
shared their home and their love with
others. It cost in terms of time, money,
and often peace of mind. A Christian
layman told of his concern to minister
to hitchhikers. He realized the risk
involved, but weighed this against the
value of a soul. A minister shares his
Sunday afternoons in a park ministry,
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dialoguing with people with spiritual
concerns who are turned-off by the
regular church service. Are we as a
Christian willing to pay the cost of
sharing ourselves with others?
God's Word and the life of Christ
cry out against rejection
The prophets of old inveighed against
the oppressors of the poor. They laid
their lives on the line in their fearless
denunciation of greed and selfishness.
The inspired Lawgiver set as an ideal
that "there shall be no poor among
you" (Deut. 15:4). The Israelites were
to be concerned for the "stranger" in
their gates, and they are reminded that
they were once slaves in a strange land.
The white residents of Canada should
remember that they were not the
original settlers of this land.
The life of Christ was a constant
sermon against snobbery and prejudice.
He did "not come to call the righteous
but sinners to repentance." When the
legalists were about to stone a harlot to
death, He accepted her with an act of
divine forgiveness. He cared for the
diseased, the distressed, the lepers.
I close with the concluding paragraph
by Commissioner C. D. Wiseman of the
Salvation Army in his study paper.
"When Christ was dying on the Cross
He communicated His essential message
to the penitent thief who hung in the
darkness a few feet away. That man
represented all the rejected ones of
earth down to our time. May we be as
concerned for them as was our Lord, as
fully identified with them in their
moment of need as He was, and as
faithful in proclaiming the message of
Salvation."
Evangelical
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Love Is..,

Reprinted f r o m Light and Life. Used by permission.

DONALD E. DEMARAY

LOVE IS . . . Paul Anderson (the strongest man in
the world) picking up a little crippled boy
and talking to him about Jesus.
So big, Paul could scarcely get through an
ordinary doorway.
So tender in tone and temper
the little fellow was attracted to him
almost at once.
So strong he can lift 6,277 pounds!
So winning in way and word
the hospitalized lad, before he died,
could talk of little else than
"Mr. Anderson and that man Jesus."
Such a man
he has the respect of
athletically
inclined (and disinclined)
around the world.
So Christlike
he could hold that little fellow
and talk to him as Jesus would.
LOVE I S . . . a Brazilian pastor's reaction to sin
and tragedy.
Bandits had entered his church,
broken up a worship service
. . . and finally they were hauled off to jail.
The pastor had to testify in court.
He testified.
To the power of Jesus to transform.
That without a trace of retaliation!
" I f that's the gospel," said the chief of police,
" I must have i t . "
LOVE IS . . . the Salvation Army lassie on the
mission field, "failing" to win bushmen to Christ
until . . .
A man hobbled into the village,
a nail in his foot.

A Matter
of Confidence
Our Response
D. Ray Hostetter
On December 3, 1970, the Carnegie
Commission on Higher Education gave a
major national report that colleges and
universities are in the midst of a finanAn abridgment
of a talk given by
Hostetter, President of Messiah College.
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Dr.

She had no tool with which to extract it.
Except. . . except her pearly white teeth.
Every eye fastened on her.
She fell to the ground.
She bent her head to his feet.
She put her ruby red lips to the dirty
nail.
She pulled it free.
Then! Oh, then people came to Jesus!
WHAT IS LOVE?
Love is . . . knowledge that "the only thing we
ever have is what we give away."
Love i s . . . "a star unto the darkened mind."
Love is . . . "meaning for the ancient ache."
Love is n o t . . .
"hate-touched" souls,
"joyless" hearts,
"smoldering fires of unforgiven slights."
Love is none of these because,
"Hate is death; and Love is life."
Love is life! That's it!
All of it.
Every dimension of it.
WHAT IS LOVE?
Love is . . . patient and kind,
not jealous or boastful,
not arrogant or rude,
never rejoices at wrong,
rejoices in the right.
Love
believes all things,
hopes all things,
endures all things.
I n fact,
love never ends.

cial crisis "unmatched in its impact in
any previous period in history." Based
on estimates developed from case
studies of 41 institutions, the commission said, some 1,000 colleges are considered "heading for financial trouble,"
and another 540 are already "in financial difficulty." An estimated 800
institutions are "not in trouble," the
commission said.
This report entitled "The New Depression in Higher Education" is receiving wide attention. It points out some
factors that are bringing "hard times"
and may destroy many institutions.
These factors include: erosion of public
confidence; economic inflation; the decline in the stock market; and private

donors (including foundations) facing
increased requests.
Several days after the Carnegie
Commission Report was released, I
talked to one of Messiah College's constituents who said, "When I read the
news report on 'crisis at 1500 colleges' I
became heart-sick." She wondered if
Messiah is one of the 1500 colleges in
trouble. The report said that if present
trends continue all colleges—no exceptions-will be in financial difficulty. I do
not know how the Commission would
classify our College, but I am optimistic.
Messiah College has always been strong
in spite of meager resources. In fact, the
College has never been stronger.
To page six

Indian Biologist
a
Feels at Home" at Messiah
Wickson Victor is worlds away from
his native India, but you won't find the
word "homesick" in his vocabulary.
Victor, who took a year's leave from
his science teaching job to study and
work at Messiah College under the
Teachers Abroad Program, says he finds
the campus a friendly place.
The young East Indian's sponsors,
Dr. K. B. Hoover, Messiah biology professor, and his wife, "make me feel at
home," said Victor. "They are always
ready to help me in adjusting to new
people and the culture of an entirely
different country."
Victor, a Mennonite, also said he
appreciates the outgoing nature of services at the campus chapel and the
nearby Brethren in Christ Church he
attends.
"A warm welcome by the pastor and
the members of the church impressed
me much," he said, and "the Messiah
College choir has taught me for the first
time in my life that we can praise our
Lord through singing and music."
Placed at Messiah as a laboratory
instructor and technician in the biology
department, Victor sterilizes and sets up
apparatus, cares for experimental animals and greenhouse plants.
"I am getting acquainted with many
new types of equipment and am learning a lot," he said. "I also attend theory
classes. I am sure that the knowledge I
am getting here will help me in my
teaching in India." He will return to
India and resume teaching science at a
government secondary school in
Jagdalpur next fall.
Born into a family converted to the
Mennonite faith by missionaries, Victor
studied at the Mennonite Higher
Secondary School in Dhamtari, graduating in 1959.

Wickson Victor at work in laboratory on
Messiah campus.

"Due to financial difficulties," he
recalled, "I could not attend college to
study science, so I got a job at the same
school as a clerk for three years. Then I
taught mathematics and science for one
year. Then I left teaching and attended
the school to finish my Bachelor of
Education degree in science."
A Matter of Confidence
from page five

Sometime ago Dr. Wittlinger, a
faculty member, suggested while discussing our College's relative health that
we consider "what Messiah College is
doing right." Perhaps the Carnegie Commission Report gives the key to this in
the three requirements it suggests for
restoring confidence and bringing recovery to colleges:
1. Colleges must show they are governable.
2. Colleges must demonstrate that
they are reasonably effective and
efficient in their operation.
3. Colleges must give evidence that
their activities have a unifying set
of purposes.
Colleges must show they are governable.
Messiah College has had a stable
campus. Our campus, however, just as
our homes and our churches, is not
perfect nor is it always placid. We have
ferment which is inherent in education
and is now so much a part of all society.
But with it all we have community—and
more than this—Christian community.
There is a good measure of freedom but
with responsibility. There is questioning
but with order. There is stability and
control; and, the campus is governable.
Our campus has been comparatively
peaceful.
Colleges must demonstrate that they are
reasonably effective and efficient in
their operation.
Growth is enabling the College to
become more efficient. It can be
demonstrated that the College has
always stretched its capital dollars
further than most colleges and has
gotten more for its operational dollars
because of the dedicated and sacrificial
service of its talented faculty and staff.
Many institutions are not doing enough
to control their financial situation, but
sound management exists at Messiah
College.

"I wanted to teach at the Mennonite
school," he continued, "but there was
no opening for a science teacher. So I
joined the government secondary school
as a science teacher. The same year I
applied to the Teachers Abroad Program
(TAP)" of the Mennonite Central Committee."
Victor received an assignment letter
from the committee in mid-1967, but at
the same time drew a government
assignment to a teacher's training program, delaying his entry into TAP for
two years. He left for the U.S. last July.
We have less reliable measurements
to show our educational effectiveness
since often times a college product is as
much a result of screened input as it is
of actual teaching success. However,
whether the effectiveness resides largely
in screening or in education, the record
indicates the following positive results:
Career Preparation of Alumni
31% in Education
30% in Business
21% in Christian Ministries
14% in Medicine (Doctors, Nurses,
etc.)
4% in Other Vocations
Colleges must give evidence that their
activities have a unifying set of purposes.
Of the three suggestions, I believe
this contains our greatest strength. The
purposes of Messiah College have a
unity in Jesus Christ. Charles Malik,
former president of the United Nations
General Assembly, said "Jesus Christ
will (would) not feel at home in . . . the
centers of higher learning in the world
today." I fear the sad truth is that this
would not only be the case with secular
institutions alone; perhaps He would
not feel at home at some Christian
liberal arts colleges and Bible colleges. I
firmly believe that the Lord would feel
at home with Messiah College's philosophy and goals because they are related
to His full orbit of truth, including
revealed and natural truth (one of which
is often offered to the exclusion of the
other). Messiah College also offers both
the experiential and action sides of the
Christian life. Having said that He would
feel at home at Messiah College, I must
also say that I am sure that He would
chasten us often for our meager accomplishment, self-reliance, materialism
and lack of love. But the purposes of
the College have a center and coherence
in Christian ideals.
Messiah College has accomplished
much. It is in good standing; and, with
adequate support, it will continue to
avoid the perils that have beleaguered
colleges on every hand. Let us keep
Messiah strong and build it stronger.
Evangelical Visitor

Religious News

NCC Format Change Sought
A proposal for restructuring the National Council of Churches was placed
before a four-day meeting of the General Board of the agency meeting in
Louisville, Ky., one of three board
meetings held each year.
The plan would make the Council
attractive to more groups beyond its
33-member denominations, including
Roman Catholics and Southern Baptists.
The plan would hope to modify the
NCC's image of a monolithic agency
leaning toward the left with a tendency
to make controversial pronouncements
without proper authority from its members.
The plan envisions a national ecumenical agency with three levels of
activity: an Inter-Church Conference, an
intermediate body, and task forces
(temporary or semi-permanent).
Criswell Sees Churches
In Survival Fight
The churches of Christ are facing
floodtides which threaten to engulf
them at a time when they have become
tools of left-wingers who deny basic
doctrines of faith, so stated Dr. W. A.
Criswell, pastor of the Southern Baptists' largest congregation.
"More than 100 years ago, 25 per
cent of the population was evangelistic
Christian," he said. "Today less than
eight per cent are. By 1980 there will be
only four per cent and by the year
2,000 there will be less than 2 per
cent."
He said Christianity is a dying witness, "and we're living to see it die. If
we are to survive and live, the church
must become authentic, authoritarian,
absolute and apocalyptic."
N.Y. Church Budgets $100,000
To Fight Crime
The well-known Riverside Church
will spend $100,000 to maintain its
security-more than the entire budget of
most smaller churches.
The money will be spent as a result
of the growing crime problem. It will
pay the salaries and miscellaneous expenses of eight full-time and four parttime security guards who maintain a
24-hour, daily watch at the interdenominational church.
February 25, 1971

WCC Aide Urges Christians to End
"Anti-Arab, Anti-Muslim" Bias
Christians should "try as hard to
stamp out anti-Arab and anti-Muslim
bias" as they work to overcome antiSemitism, according to J. Richard Butler, the former head of World Council of
Churches' refugee work in the Middle
East.
While 1.4 million Palestinians are
registered with the United Nations as
refugees, there are many more, he said,
who do not fall within the "refugee"
definition. He urged continued church
support for rehabilitation of Palestinian
refugees and for Christian effort to
reconcile the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Mr. Butler held that the failure of the
West to open its doors to Jewish refugees from Europe at the end of World
War II "gave them no option but to go
to Palestine." That, he said, created the
problem of the Palestinian refugees.
NCC Income Down 2.6%
A decrease of 2.6 percent in 1970
was recorded by the National Council of
Churches for its operating budget.
According to the report, operating
income last year was about $18.5 million compared with nearly $19 million
in 1969.
Transport for Christ International
Jim Keys, founder-director of Transport for Christ International, has announced the building of a new Mobile
Chapel, a beautiful dromedary truck
transport unit for their ministry in
Canada.
The first Mobile Chapel, The Pathfinder, has been serving truckers
throughout the United States for several
years. The new Chapel will be called
"The All Canadian."
Jim says, "We have no money. We
believe that this work of loving concern
for Canada's truckers must move forward and this is the most effective way
to do it. We have always worked in faith
that God will supply."
In this attractive unit Canadian
truckers from coast to coast will see
vividly portrayed the death and destruction on the highway that follows carelessness, not only in driving, but in
living.
Eight chaplains, 22 evangelists and
90 district workers travel more than
200,000 miles a year making more than
10,000 calls at transport terminals and
truck stops. Their Transport for Christ
motto "Safety through Christ," their
uniform and crest are recognized and
respected by truckers across North
America, many of whom have come to
Christ through their ministry.
The Enquirer
The Enquirer, a monthly newspaper,
is planned for release April 1st according to editor Ron Marr. Associate Editors are Leslie K. Tarr and Barrie
Doyle, writers in two of Toronto's daily
newspapers.

"The Enquirer," says Mr. Marr "is
not actually a new paper but a 'grown
up' version of Happening, a smaller
Toronto area paper we have been publishing since November. The interest
shown in other areas confirmed our
feeling that Canada has needed an independent national monthly which
would be a voice for God and good."
A tabloid newspaper containing 8
pages, The Enquirer, will have an initial
circulation of 17,000 including, according to the editor, the majority of evangelical ministers or churches in Canada.
East German Bible Societies
The organization, the Bible Societies
in the German Democratic Republic
(East Germany), has become a full
member in the United Bible Societies,
bringing to 50 the number of national
Bible Societies in the 25-year-old worldwide fellowship. This was announced by
the Rev. Dr. Laton E. Holmgren, general
secretary of the American Bible Society,
who also is chairman of the Executive
Committee of the United Bible Societies.
The Bible Societies in the German
Democratic Republic is comprised of 15
member societies.
Scripture distribution of the East
Berlin and Altenburg societies in 1969
totaled 256,163 of which 64,357 were
Bibles; 30,574 Testaments; 96,129 Portions, and 303,515 Selections.
Ethel Waters Sings at White House
"It could only happen in the White
House."
These were the words of President
Richard M. Nixon following a service
Jan. 24 at which Singer Ethel Waters
and a Quaker minister from Whittier,
Calif, joined in worship.
The combination, President Nixon
said, "made it seem far different from
any service any place."
"You're the only one, I'll tell you,"
said the President to the Negro spiritual
singer. He told her that guests at the
White House told him they had tears in
their eyes as she sang three solos in the
East Room.
Miss Waters told guests, "Oh, honey,
anytime I get a chance to open my
mouth and make a loud voice for my
Savior, that's my thing."
Mennonites Plan 200th Anniversary
of Christopher Dock's Death
This fall, Mennonites of eastern
Pennsylvania will commemorate the
200th anniversary of the death of their
pioneer schoolmaster, Christopher Dock.
Plans were unveiled at Christopher
Dock Mennonite High School, Kulpsville, Pa., for the celebration honoring
the 18th century schoolmaster.
Dock, who came to the U.S. from
Germany, first taught immigrant children in the forests at Skippack in 1718.
Though he died two centuries ago, his
sound methods of pedagogy are still
examined by educators today.

Patterns in

Doyle and Thelma Book

Shimonoseki
". . . for lo, I come . . . says the Lord. And many
nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that
day, and shall be my people. And I will dwell in
the midst of you . . ."—Zechariah 2:10, 11 (Amp.)
Last year about this time, we had just begun to feel
settled in Shimonoseki. We were seeking the Lord,
asking to know His mind for the direction of the
work here. Certain patterns have gradually become
clearer during the year, helping us to feel both
confirmation and sense of anticipation of the
promise given above.

I. Sunday morning worship service in
Yamanota [the section of Shimonoseki
in which the Books live]
Begun as a twice monthly fellowship,
this has become a weekly meeting from
the spring of 1970. There is no other
Christian witness in this rapidly developing residential, shopping, and recreational center. Often our front room is
crowded with a dozen people and more.
The Holy Spirit has moved in the
services drawing believers into confession and fellowship.
II. Strengthening of believers of other
churches
At the weekly Tuesday evening meeting at Mrs. Abe's home people of
various church backgrounds help make
up the group with other believers and
seekers. They gather for the warmth of
fellowship and study of the Word.
In addition to the monthly request
from Takibe and occasional invitations
to Nagato, we have shared in ministry
and/or fellowship in Sunday services in
ten churches of seven different denominations in Shimonoseki, North
Kyushu City, and Yamaguchi City. With
the developing of our own Sunday
morning and night program these contacts will have to decrease. But there is a
nucleus of five earnest Christians in the
various groups here who are already
taking full responsibility for all services
when we are called elsewhere.
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III. Strategic location
Yamanota is easy to reach from any
point in the city. We are experiencing
quite an increase in people who come
for visiting, prayer, and—more often
than not—requests for English.
Also, Shimonoseki itself is the hub of
all travel between Honshu and Kyushu
Islands—and also for Korea, with the
new ferry service successfully inaugurated. This gives many opportunities for
warm fellowship with people passing
through, and also for service to them.
To mention several examples: the
Davises (OMS) stayed with us both
going to and coming from Korea and
parked their car in our yard for ten
days; Yamada Sen-sei, who challenged
us deeply with his message a few days
ago, on his way back to his Mennonite
church in Kyushu after the lay evangelism meeting in Ogori; and a Christian
Literature Crusade Japanese brother
who took supper with us and left his car
in our yard several days as he travelled
by train in the Kyushu vicinity.
Our biggest handicap is that we have
no guest room. (Brother Musser will
remember the living room floor!) And
this makes it very difficult to keep our
family schedule of rising, music practice, retiring, etc., from disintegrating.
IV. Cell groups and lay leaders
Meetings in two homes, one in North
Kyushu City and one in Shimonoseki
have developed on a monthly basis, and

we think others will open soon. This is
an aspect that develops slowly, because
Japanese people do not readily invite
outside-the-family people into their
homes. But we are convinced these
home meetings are one of the most
effective means of ministry in this
country and are praying for the Lord to
lead us to other open doors.
V. Women's groups
Thelma finds these times of sharing
the Word her special delight, though she
is restricted considerably by household
and guest responsibilities, along with
full-time teaching duties. The ladies
keep coming bringing new friends to
these Bible study groups and times of
prayer for each other. There seems to be
a genuine hunger, though many of the
ladies do not yet understand what for!
. . . The group in Yamonota meets
weekly with a good number of the 13
members in attendance—each with one
or two pre-schoolers. Some ladies are
saying there are other friends who have
heard and want to come, but we don't
know where we could put any more! We
feel the pinch of a too small house quite
keenly each Sunday and Tuesday.
VI. English
It would seem that quite a potential
awaits to be developed by Dwight and
Carol when they come to Shimonoseki.
[A later note from Doyle Book says,
to page ten
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To "think w i t h " this national Christian in these
excerpts from a Christian Service Day address t o
Mtshabezi Teacher Training graduates is a unique
privilege—and provides proof of the Gospel's penetration.
Mr. Mpofu is Principal of Mzinyatini Junior
Secondary School.

Finding Your Place
in a Changing World
I am usually not very excited to
speak to people. I rather like to talk
with them. You see when you talk to
them, you needn't be careful, but when
you speak with people, you must be
sure what you are talking about!
. . . What is there that has not already
been said to you by this time? But since
you are expecting at least something
from me this evening . . .
Two things come into my mind each
time I think about young people going
out into the world. New blood is being
filtered into the society and the communities; and with this new blood it is
hoped that life will be improved and
that new ideas will come about. But,
also, one has a sad thought because so
many of the young people meet defeat.
The world is just too much for them.
In order to be of service to your God
and to your community, first of all you
have to find your way. My remarks will
be about "Finding Your Way in a
Changing World."
It is only when you have found your
place in this changing world that you
can be of service. One of the most
difficult things for young or old is
finding our place and knowing exactly
what we are, who we are, and what our
being is like.
The world that was is not the world
that is, nor is it the world that will be.
The same thing can be said of the
people—and of everything else. Things
keep on changing—sometimes very fast
and at other times, very slow indeed.
Some people do not like to see much
change and we call them the conservatives. But at other times changes come
very fast and very sudden. This gives us
people whom we might call "radicals."
They like to see sudden changes; they
would like to see everything that is
today and everything that was yesterday
completely wiped out and a new order
of things come.
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The Christian Service Day speaker, Mr. Isaac Mpofu (right)
singing with the Samuel Mlotshwas at the 1969 General
Conference. Mr. Mpofu has been active in church support over a
number of years.

I do hope when you people go out
you will be able to keep up with the
changes and that you will play your part
to shape these changes in the right
direction. In education, for instance:
When you go out, you will find that
education—the whole set-up, especially
its administration—is completely
changed from the time when you were
in primary and secondary schools. You
are well aware of the change of the
control of schools from the missions to
the local authorities. It is a change that
we are caught up in and what it will be
like, only tomorrow will we know.
These changes are going to cause
confusion in certain sections . .. misunderstanding. Some people have very
strong feelings about these changes.
Some say these changes are for the
worse . . . some are quite excited and
say they are for the better. They might
be for the good. You will be involved
and you will have to play your part.
You will have to give your loyalty, as
has been pointed out this evening, to
whoever will be the authority.
Very fast changes are taking place
socially. More and more people are
getting educated. More and more people
are changing their ways of life. People
are getting more and more interested in
material things—better houses, more
clothes, cars, more things to make life a
bit more exciting. All these are changes
in which you will be involved, because
all of us are involved.
Political changes. Some will cause
you to be frustrated. Some will cause
you to be happy. Nevertheless they are
changes which you will have to put up
with and adjust yourself accordingly.
You will have to find your place.
Spiritual changes. As material possessions are becoming the order of the day
they are shaping men's minds—men's
attitudes toward loving things that make
them appear great in a way. . . . It's

something very sad, and I am sure you
are aware of it. These are spiritual
changes.
There is a tendency to go backwards
instead of forward... We thought
people were becoming more enlightened . . . coming to a point where they
were appreciating the things of God,
things that make them better men and
women. But what is sad to see today:
people turning backwards and becoming
more superstitious and becoming disillusioned with the church. One sees very
little interest and concern for the
church.
You will live with these changes. You
will have to influence them one way or
another, or you will be influenced by
these changes. It is all up to you. You
will have to exercise a lot of caution, a
lot of discretion. You will have to work
out your own way from all the guidance
that has been given to you while you
were at school and while you were still
under control of your fathers and guardians. Now you will call upon yourself
and your own resources. You will have
to exercise a lot of caution or you might
find you are in a way that you do not
want yourself to be.
Involvement with the Community
You cannot influence the people in
any way if you keep apart and if you
make yourself better than they are. You
will have to become one of them. Live
with them. Get to know their
needs. . . their aspirations. . . their spiritual yearnings. . . .
But I have to say again in so doing be
very careful. What things will you make
yourself a part of? This does not mean
that you have to do everything that
they do. This does not mean that you
will have to be everything that they
are . . . You have got to exercise care in
everything you do. There are many
to page ten

With Men's English Bible Class that meets every Thursday
evening in Mrs. Abe's upstairs room.

Shimonoseki
from page eight

"Thomases will soon be settled in a
lovely little house that all of us feel is a
godsend."]
I now teach two classes each at the
Baiko High School and the Baiko Junior
College, and also two classes privately.
We trust that God is using these for a
witness.
But we are glad that He has opened
other doors where interest in English
can be used in direct evangelism: (1)
Men's weekly English Bible class with a
consistent attendance of 6 to 10. The
book of Luke takes us into a clear
presentation of the Gospel, and the
questions and discussions are often deep
and searching. (2) The same kind of
class at City College with from 5 to 15
young men each week. (3) A Sunday
night service in English once a month
here in our home, as a part of the
Yamanota church program.
In the past year of new adventures,
spiritual as well as location-wise, we
have experienced attacks of the Enemy.
But every time the Lord has come
through to strengthen us. And He also
provides flashes of joy that lift up, as
for example He has been doing in the
Glad Tidings meeting in Mrs. Abe's
house, where a deep study into the
characters and truths of Genesis has
brought rich blessing to all who attend,
and where the whole group has moved
into an awareness that we are one Body
in Christ. Just the other day a fine
young man there made public confession of faith and committed his life to
Christ.
There are glad signs that the Lord is
confirming the promise shared at the
beginning, but we cannot be satisfied
until many are really born again and
become members of the living Body of
Christ to show Him forth in His fullness
to the World.
10.

KNOW YOUR AUXILIARY'S PROJECT!
(for the current Conference Year)
Mens Fellowship—Assistance in building a house of worship in
JAPAN—specific area not yet determined. Goal: $7,000
Womens Missionary Prayer Circle—Assistance in building a
house of worship in Lusaka, capital city of ZAMBIA. Goal:
$10,000
and
Sponsorship of visit of African woman representative from our
church in Africa, to attend General Conference in 1971 and
then visit prayer circles in the States and Canada. Goal: $2,000
Junior Prayer Band—Remodeling the Bulawayo Hostel kitchen
(RHODESIA). Youngways is the home of twenty or more
missionaries' children attending public school. At present the
kitchen is no bigger than in an ordinary home and so the walls
need to be pushed out. Goal: $2,500
Nurses Fellowship—a chapel for Mtshabezi Mission Hospital
(RHODESIA). At present they meet underneath a big tree
back of the hospital; in bad weather, they crowd into the
outpatient waiting room. Goal: $1,000

Finding Your Place
from page nine

degrading influences. It is very sad to
see young ladies and young gentlemen
involve themselves in those things that
cool them down.
I will mention a few of these things
because it is necessary to mention them.
One of these very sad things that has
come about in our society is drink. It
certainly is a sad sight to see young
teachers involving themselves in
drink. .. . [Some] are now worse
drunkards than ordinary people who
have not gone to school. Somebody has
said that teachers are the scum of
society . . . a very strong expression. I
don't worry with that very strong expression. . . . When you leave here, you
will be earning a salary—not very much,
I expect; but how do you use it? Will
you spend money for those things
which will make you a better
man . . . for those things that will make
you of service, or will you spend your
money for things which will pull you
down, which will make your teachers
ashamed, your missionaries and your
parents?
You people have been fortunate; you
have gone through training as teachers
and you have learned many things. You
know what is right and what is wrong. I
wish to encourage you young people.
Keep your head above water! You have
seen the light. Keep it shining! It can
easily be put out by the influences of
this changing world.
We will have to be guides to the
community that we are teaching for.
People look up to a teacher for help, for

guidance, for progress. They think that
a teacher is above them. Now a teacher
can only be above them by the way he
lives. But many times teachers have
become worse than the communities in
which they live. It is my prayer that you
young people will find your place with
all the carefulness you can command.
Don't allow yourself to be taken by
influences you are not sure of. Don't
change for the sake of change.
One of the greatest changes that has
taken place among teachers is that they
are getting out of the control of the
church.
"The Church is dead," said someone
to me only two weeks ago.
"Why is the Church dead?" I asked.
"Because the teachers will no longer
have anything to do with the church."
The answer to that can only be that
only such teachers who have never been
Christians will have nothing to do with
the church.
You have a responsibility to the
church whether you are teaching under
the church or not. You have learned
that man cannot live a complete life
outside of God. YOU have the responsibility of giving fallacy Jo the statement
that the church is dead. And when you
go out, keep close to the church. Love
your church; love your God. He will
always guide you. He will make you a
better man, a better woman, who will
be of great service.
HE will help you find your place,
and when you have found your place,
you will be useful.
Evangelical Visitor
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Pulpit and Pew
The Support We Pledged
Warren Grasse
"Today we are saying farewell to
Bob and Nancy as they begin a threeyear overseas assignment. The congregation will now stand and repeat after
me . . . ."
Maybe your church does not go
through this little ritual, but I am sure
you get the idea. One year after this
wonderfully dedicated couple has departed to the lands fertile for the gospel,
exactly what does your support consist
of?
Is it that annual Christmas check
written by the treasurer and you saw it
listed on the budget as gifts to members
overseas? Or perhaps it is the church
bulletin sent by sea mail and arriving
four months late. You know, the copies
without the picture on the front or
other second-class mail. Or maybe their
name and address is given for the "letter
of the month" and Bob and Nancy find
out about it by reading it in the bulletin
four months later.
Does it mean that persons who leave
home and family are superdedicated and
ultraspiritually dynamic? Let me assure
you that this is one of the greatest
myths existing in the area of mission
activity. The people who leave home are
much like those who remain. Certainly,
various factors prod them into leaving
comfortable Christianville, but in few
cases, is it because of an overwhelming
spiritual vibrancy.
If this is the case, as I contend it is,
then Bob and Nancy are going to need
far more spiritual and moral support
than they usually get. There is little
spiritual food from a service in a language you do not understand or in a
radically different liturgy. To make the
adjustment is a struggle.
A member of the Teachers Abroad
Program in Nigeria has conveyed these
feelings very well in a description of one
of his first church services. "I was sitting
there on the low, backless mud benches,
my elbows on my knees, my chin in my
hands, thinking. Thinking about my
aching stomach which had been grinding
continuously for the past week. Thinking about the big, dirty, bug-infested
house that was to be my home for the
next three years. Thinking about the
coming meal and all of the future meals
that I would have to sit down to alone.
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Thinking about the seat of my trousers
getting dirty from the mud benches.
Thinking about the letters which I had
not yet received and which were to be
my only link with family and friends for
the next three years. Thinking because
the whole service was being carried on
in the local dialect and I couldn't
understand a word."
These outgoing people are the ambassadors of our church. They are the
elements that justify a big church. Don't
you recall that this was an argument for
putting an addition on the church buildmg last year? We must expand so we
have the finances from a large membership to support an active, comprehensive outreach program.
I can just hear someone say, "Well,
how can I write to him, I don't even
know him?" Did you ever stop to think
that you commissioned him to go forth
and minister to a people who don't even
speak his language?
This article could end here, but
criticism has little value unless a solution or alternative can be found. To give
Bob and Nancy the support they need, I
would suggest sending a tape-recording
of their pastor or of the church quartet.
Most people overseas have access to a
recorder. Or how about her Sunday
school class making up a tape of events
that would be of interest. Send Christmas cards, birthday cards, anniversary
cards that include a short personal note
or just a ten-sentence letter. It is not so
much the content as the thought behind
it that is important. Church bulletins
could be run off on air forms and
members could take turns writing on
the other side and sending them off.
And pastors, your congregation hears
you once, twice, possibly three times a
week. Why don't you play sick on that
Sunday evening planning group this
Thursday and write a letter to Bob and
Nancy?
As friends and fellow members, it is
not that you had a spine-tingling v/eek
to write about. It is simply the fact that
the spirits of Bob and Nancy overseas
do flag, but you can help lift them. It
was just last year you repeated with the
congregation your support for them . . .
remember?
—Reprinted from
The Mennonite.

NHA Convention
April 14-16
Bishop A. M. Climenhaga will be
one of the featured speakers as the
National Holiness Association convenes for its 103rd Annual Convention
on April 14, 1971 at the Hotel
Muehlebach in Kansas City, Missouri.
The convention continues through
April 16. The theme for the occasion
is "Absolutely the Lord's."
In addition to Dr. Climenhaga,
speakers for the -meetings include Dr.
David LaShana, President of George
Fox College; Dr. Leslie Parrott, President of Eastern Nazarene College; Rev.
George Delamarter, Free Methodist
Church; Dr. John Abbott, The Wesleyan Church; Bishop Myron Boyd, Free
Methodist Church and the NHA President; and Dr. Dennis Kinlaw, President
of Asbury College.
Seminars will be conducted in all
areas of church life on Wednesday,
April 14 and Thursday, April 15.
Among the participants are Dr. Paul
Rees, Dr. John Alexander, Dr. Richard
Taylor, Dr. Gene Rice, Dr. Millard
Reed, Rev. Jimmie DiRaddo, Rev.
Gene Kindschi, Rev. Charles Shaver,
Rev. Melvin McCullough, Rev. Richard
Neiderhiser, and Professor Gary
Moore.
An emphasis will be placed upon
youth participation. Numerous area
seminaries and colleges will send
"listening teams" to hear the main
addresses. Following the Wednesday
evening address on "THESE . . . ABSOLUTELY TRUE!", the speaker will
engage in dialogue with the teams.
On Thursday evening the same technique will be used following an address
on "SIN DRIFT . . . ABSOLUTELY
NO!"
The Host Committee of the Kansas
City area, under the chairmanship of
Dr. Wilson Lanpher of Overland Park,
Kansas, has been at work for several
months. An unusually large attendance
is expected due to the local interest.
Further information is available upon
request to the NHA Central Office, 21
Beachway Drive, Indianapolis, Indiana
46224.
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Recently the Director of Evangelism sent t o me a packet
of materials. One of them was a compilation of reports on
the Canadian Congress on Evangelism. In reading through
the nine reports I was especially interested in a report by
Brother Harold Nigh, principal of Niagara Christian College.
I am taking the audacity t o run it on this page because he
emphasizes a point that is, in my judgment, sorely needed.
You will note, especially in paragraphs three and four, how
he calls f o r a blending of evangelism and teaching. I am
deeply convinced that unless we see evangelism and
teaching as t w o sides of the same coin we are in serious
trouble in Christian Education and for that matter evangelism either in the home, church, or school. Our Lord
emphasized i t in the great commission, Matthew 28:19-20.
Surely we need t o be reminded of confrontation in
evangelism, the heartbeat of evangelical Christianity, but if
we do not see as a part of that evangelism a serious teaching
ministry our efforts may be lost in the next generation. It
will be good t o discuss this article and ask how we seethe
Sunday school in the light of evangelism-teaching dynamics.
The following is Brother Nigh's report of his impressions of
the Canadian Congress on Evangelism.
—Don Shafer

vvf the Christian gospew
S p r i t e church.
D . D A C H E , Teachrngs-spec^a V.
S a n document ^titled <

Harold Nigh

The writer, principal of Niagara Christian
College, writes from the perspective of the
Christian school but his observations have
significance in the entire scope of Christian
education.
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EVANGELISM and EDUCATION
Kerygma is a word that theologians
are pleased with. It is part of a vocabulary that sets them apart from other
disciplines, and adds to their distinctive
jargon, but it pleases, too, because it is
so useful. No English word will translate
it from the Greek and so it is transliterated to denote the proclamation of the
early church—the core message that
Jesus died and rose again according to
the Scriptures.
There was plenty of emphasis on
kerygma at the Canadian Congress—too
much to suit those who expected a
how-to-do-it session, but not too much
for those of us who believe that the
current stress on action and relevance
needs to be balanced with a pause for
theological thought. The Congress
speakers affirmed the classical Christian
message in the face of our new theologies, and there was reiteration of that
message's centrality and importance.
Alas! there was not much emphasis
on Christian teaching. The early church
emphasized didache as much as
kerygma, but there was no didache

earW
QJ

mentioned at the Congress in any
plenary session, in spite of the opportunity the theologians had to brandish a
fine technical term. Could it mean that
our evangelical spokesmen think that
teaching is not part of evangelism? I
hope not. Perhaps it was an unconscious
reflection of our society's view that
teaching belongs to the state, while
preaching belongs to the church. I hope
not that, too. Or, could it be that
teaching was thought of in terms of
technique rather than message, and the
speakers left that to the discussion
groups?
Whatever the reason, the omission of
emphasis on teaching in the papers
delivered to the general sessions was
regrettable. For, unless we believe that
teaching the Christian message is part of
the very ground of the Gospel, we will
not get beyond frothy concern for
technique in Christian education.
Marshall McLuhan's "the medium is the
message" was not quoted at the Congress, but the idea was there that proclamation and message are together
kerygma. The idea that teaching and the
message are together didache should
also have been present, and if we had
then been reminded that there is no
essential difference in message between

kerygma and didache, proclamation and
teaching, we would have felt the weight
of divine commission for Christian
teaching.
There was concern for technique in
Christian education, although the term
used was almost always evangelism,
which is as it should be. Most of the
techniques discussed were those employed by the Christian education programme of the local church. Christian
schools are still on the periphery of
consciousness in evangelical circles in
Canada, although the chairman of the
Congress was the principal of Wycliffe
College, an Anglican theological school.
There was also some interest in a display
booth set up by Richmond College, a
new evangelical liberal arts college near
Toronto, but, to my knowledge, Christian schools were never discussed with
great seriousness as a part of evangelism.
To expect that this would be so is
expecting rather much of Canadian
evangelicals, and I shall drop my complaint. It was a gratifying Christian
experience to meet so many evangelical
Christians from so many denominations
"a mari usque ad mare" and feel the
oneness in spirit that prevailed regarding
our Lord's commission. And any
persons who give themselves to that
commission will soon realize that it
includes "make disciples of all nations
.. . teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you."
The nation that should be taught to
observe all things our Lord taught, is,
surely, the land our founding fathers
named the Dominion of Canada from
Zechariah 9:10, "He shall have dominion from sea even to sea."
Evangelical

Visitor
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Dale Lehman

A/ai/e j/oty ei/er /fc>een bugged by some-

thing which appeared in your high school
newspaper? Dale Lehman was and did something about it. At the right is a letter which
appeared in the newspaper of the Upland High
School and below is Dale's reply which was also
printed in the school paper. You may not agree
entirely with Dale's views but you have to appreciate his readiness to express them in a public way.

*****

"KEEP RELIGION ON CAMPUS"
Dear Editor:
The letter in the October thirtieth issue of the PLAID
PRESS is an insult t o the time-honored customs and t o t h e
rights of members of the various religions on campus. If this
advice were t o be followed, it would destroy t h e foundation
that America rests o n . The Pledge of Allegiance states that
America is a nation under God. America was founded on
the Bible, which is acknowledged to contain good advice
even b y atheists and agnostics.
Supreme Court Decision
The Supreme Court decision, while its existence cannot
be denied, is actually unconstitutional. The a m e n d m e n t in
question states that Congress m a y n o t set u p a national religion. All religions must have equal rights. But t h e Supreme
Court has denied to all religions the right to witness in public schools. T h e right of freedom of religion includes t h e
right to a t t e m p t t o win others over t o your religion. This is
a basic part in the practice of a religion. The Supreme Court
interfered with this right when it kept religion out of the
schools. All religions should have equal rights on campus.
Catholics and Protestants could hold services, Jews could
hold sacrifices, and atheists and agnostics could hold rallies
and symposiums. Religion is the foundation of our culture.
The spiritual, as well as the physical and mental, must be
exercised if the student is t o have a well-rounded education.
A course in religion should be added to the curriculum, in
which all religions could have their say and o p p o r t u n i t y t o .
win converts.
Sol Feldman, the writer of the initial letter, is a sophomore at
Upland High. He is a member of the Jewish faith and is active in
temple activities.
Dale Lehman, a senior at Upland High, attends the Chino
Brethren in Christ Church. He is a member of the Christ's Crusaders.
He sings in a male chorus and is a member of a trombone quartet.

February 25, 1971
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Religious Traditions
As for the so called "Christian" activities, such as Christmas, these are not as "Christian" as they seem. The Christmas tree custom is believed to have been started b y the
ancient R o m a n s . They decorated trees with candles in a
ceremony to the god Saturn. They also exchanged gifts at
this midwinter ceremony, held about December 2 5 . The
custom of Santa Claus comes from E u r o p e , where a Saint
Nicholas actually lived and distributed gifts to t h e poor. Our
Santa Claus is modeled after the German "Sinterklaas," from
w h o m we get the red cloak and whiskers. The use of colored
lights is strictly an American custom. The only true Christian
decorations are manger scenes and stars, and I have n o t seen
many of these on campus. It would be very interesting if
some of the Jews on campus would put on a passover supper
or a Hanukkah celebration. Even less is k n o w n about the
customs of Buddhists, Shintoists, Hindus, e t c . It would b e
very educational to learn about some of these, as they
originated in other cultures'.
Religion on Campus
Baccalaureate and other services are admittedly Christian,
but n o one is forced to attend these. There seems to be n o
desire on the part of the other religions to hold similar
services. These could be quite educational. Learning about
religion is an important part of one's education. If Christianity appears to steal the show, it is because n o other religion cares t o d o anything about it. Keep religion on campus. Each religion could learn from the others, and all
could learn more about t h e world around t h e m .
—Dale Lehman
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Church News
MISSIONS
Siders Return to India—The Harvey
Sider family returned to India, February
21, at the close of a 3-month furlough.
Supt. Sider made wide-ranging contacts
with the home church throughout
United States and Canada during the
brief stay.
Ernst Case—James Dean Ernst, who
lost an appeal to the Colorado State
Appeal Board in November 1970, was
granted a I-O classification by action of
the Presidential Appeal Board. Ernst
was assisted by the MCC Peace Section.
New Ndebele Grammar—J. R. Shenk,
Brethren in Christ missionary to Rhodesia, is the author of a newly released
grammar, A New Ndebele Grammar,
believed to be the first printed since A
Sindebele Grammar, published in 1912
by Rev. J. O'Neil. The new book is
published by Brethren in Christ Church,
Matopo Book Centre, P.O. Box 554,
Bulawayo.

NAE 29TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
Evangelist Billy Graham will be among seven top speakers at the
annual convention of the National Association of Evangelicals in Los Angeles,
Calif., April 20-22.
Other speakers besides Graham scheduled for major addresses include Dr.
Harold Lindsell, editor of Christianity Today; Dr. Hudson T. Armerding,
president of NAE and of Wheaton College; Dr. B. Edgar Johnson, general
secretary of the Church of the Nazarene; Dr. Edward Hill, pastor of Mount
Zion Baptist Church and director of the World Christian Training Center, Los
Angeles, Calif.; and Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter, Bible teacher and author who will
speak during the daily Bible Study Hour.
College and seminary students will attend workshop sessions, taking part in
discussions about national issues. During a two-part meeting on the last day,
the students will hear the presidents of some of the most active Christian youth
movements—Dr. Bill Bright of Campus Crusade, Dr. Sam Wolgemuth of Youth
For Christ International, Dr. John Alexander of Inter-Varsity Fellowship; Bill
Star, director of Young Life, and Lome Sanny, president of The Navigators.
The International Hotel at Los Angeles International Airport will be the site
of the convention.
Shenk's Church has been renovating
their church kitchen and held a dedication service Jan. 10. Dinner was served
to 133. Most of the labor was donated
by members of the congregation. The
church also has had wall to wall carpet
installed and other remodeling. They
ranked fourth in the Enlargement Campaign in October.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Alumnus Chapel Speaker
The Director of the Westminster
Foundation of Purdue University,
Eugene Wenger, will discuss aspects of
Christianity and culture at the Messiah
College 10:20 a.m. chapel service on
Feb. 11. He will also speak at selected
English classes during the day.
Wenger is an alumnus of Messiah
College, Lebanon Valley College and
United Seminary, Dayton, Ohio. He
earned his master of arts degree at Yale
University and his Ph.D. from Northwestern University.
Spring Choral Tour
The Messiah College Choral Society
begins its Annual Spring Tour on Friday, March 26, with an evening appearance in the Valley View Brethren in
Christ Church, Roanoke, Va.
This tour of 10 days duration will
conclude with an evening program in
the Carlisle Church Sunday, April 4.
During this period this group of forty
singers will have given 14 programs in
Virginia, Maryland, and East Central
Pennsylvania.
The group is under the direction of
Ronald L. Miller.

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Big Valley. Pastor Omer King, newly
assigned pastor at Montoursville, was a
recent guest speaker.
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Marvin Meyers, secretary of the Montgomery congregation, presents to Mildred Myers a
book of personal messages compiled by
friends upon the occasion of her return to
Africa following her furlough. Among those
present at this service were her mother and
ten brothers and sisters.
The pastor of the congregation, Paul Z.
Hess, shares in the presentation.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Free Grace celebrated National
Youth Week, Jan. 31-Feb. 7, with the
youth sharing in the various activities of
the church. Rev. Dale Allison, pastor of
the Refton Church, and Rev. K. B.
Hoover, Messiah College, were guest
speakers. During the prayer meeting
hour a tape from a local Drug Seminar,
directed by Executive Director of Teen
Challenge in Philadelphia was played.
The Charles Freys from the Manor
Church visited the African Mission field,
Jan. 2—25, visiting his brother Glenn
and family and then on to Zambia for a
brief visit before returning home.
The Mt. Pleasant Church welcomed
the Jacob Shenk family home from
Africa, January 2. On January 3 the
group enjoyed a Prophetic Conference
with Mr. Marvin Yoder as the speaker.
He is a teacher at the Kraybill's Mennonite School.

Mowersville: Green Springs Christ's
Crusaders presented the play, "In My
Father's House," with a cast of 30
young people Jan. 10. Rev. John Rosenberry brought the message later in the
evening.
The Five Forks Crusaders have
adopted a budget of $1,000 for the year
1971. They are planning to give about
30% to mission work, 10% to the
church and 7% to present programs,
etc., for the church. The committee
hope to meet their budget by having
several hoagie sales, a slave day and a car
wash and wax.
Locust Grove reports the Christ's
Crusaders Day as Jan. 31 with all the
young people taking part. In the afternoon they visited the "seventy plus
club" from the church and in the
evening they invited Rev. Harry Bert as
their speaker. Rev. Charles Lehman is
the pastor.
Martinsburg: Jan. 3 was the date of
the installation of the new pastor, Robert Keller and wife, Jacqueline, by
Bishop Ginder during the morning service at the Martinsburg Church. A fellowship dinner was held for all members
and friends as a welcome to the Keller
family.
Skyline View congregation held a
reception for the new pastor's family,
November 20—Rev. and Mrs. LeRoy
Walters and daughter. They were presented with a "thank-offering" displayed on two tables at the altar of the
church. A giant poster was also displayed picturing many of the families of
the church.
Evangelical Visitor

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Bertie reports a good response to the
newly organized youth meetings. John
Ruegg was chosen for another term as
deacon.
Delisle reports their new pastor,
Jerry Zook, gave his first message, Nov.
29. He also serves as pastor at Massey
Place, Saskatoon.
Montreal Lake Children's Home reports the home is filled to capacity with
32 boys and 32 girls in the dorms.
Ridgemount
church
consecrated
George Sider for a new term of service
as deacon, January 24. Rev. and Mrs.
John Schock are serving this congregation on a six-month interim basis beginning in February.
Saskatoon elected a deacon, William
Silver, to serve this congregation.
Wainfleet had an over-flow crowd at
their Watch-nite service. Closed circuit
television helped accommodate the
group. The Keystone Musical group was
featured.
Springvale was host to approximately
130 young people following a Hockey
Tournament and skating party at Port
Dover, Ontario, January 22.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
Amherst observed Christian Service
Brigade Day, Feb. 7 with the young
people taking active part in the day's
activities. "What Christian Service Brigade Means to Me" was the subject
discussed by Ron Haer. Feb. 14 at 7:00
P. M. pictures were shown of last
summer's trip to Haiti.
Mooretown Crusaders, under the direction of Norma Starr, gave a program
at the Sanilac Medical Care Facility,
Jan. 31.
Rev. Gerald Wingert of the Rolling
Acres Community Church, McMinnville,
Tenn., gave a resume of Brethren in
Christ history and beliefs to the Warren
County Ministerial Association, Jan. 26.
Union Grove Church, sponsored
Youth Day, Feb. 7, with youth in
charge of the worship service and Rev.
Eugene Wingert as special speaker. In
the evening, Ruth Nice, Goshen College
nursing student from Morrison, 111.,
showed slides of her school term spent
in Honduras.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Rev. and Mrs. John Keller of Dallas
Center, Iowa, celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary Dec. 22, 1970. John
Keller and Katie Schock were married
Dec. 22, 1910 at Washington Boro, Pa.
They have four children; Jacob, Naomi
(Mrs. Norman Rosenberger), Ruth and
Katie Mae (Mrs. Ray Nichols), 12 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
One son, John J. is deceased.

PACIFIC CONFERENCE

Upland sponsored a Womens Christian Fellowship Dinner meeting on the
evening of Jan. 19 with Mrs. Ardys Byer
Heise as the speaker. Her theme was "A
Christian Woman Looks at the Churches
Behind the Iron Curtain." Sunday, Jan.
31, was the scene of a reception service
when 13 new members were received
into the fellowship. Betty Alderfer,
Campus Crusade representative at San
Diego U. C , brought several new Christians to share their testimony on Jan.
31, and to tell what has happened
during the past few months of service.

BIRTHS
Baer: Daniel Keith, born Jan. 16 to
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Baer, Hollowell'
congregation, Pa.
Beachy: Patricia Ann, born Aug. 30,
1970, adopted Oct. 2 by Dr. and Mrs.
Ivan Beachy, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Bouch: Terry Mark, born Nov. 5,
1970 to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bouch,
South Mt. Chapel, Pa.
Caldwell: Shawn, born Nov. 1, 1970,
to Mr. and Mrs. Larry Caldwell, New
Guilford congregation, Pa.
Ege: Jerome Scott, born Sept. 30,
1970, to Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Ege,
Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Evans: William Scott, born Aug. 28,
1970, to Mr. and Mrs. William Evans,
Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Farver: Wendy Jean, born Jan. 4 to
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Farver, Shenks'
Union Church, Pa.
Haar: Susan Lynn, born Aug. 10,
1970, to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Haar,
Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Johns: Stacy Renee, born Dec. 22,
1970, to Mr. and Mrs. James Johns,
South Mountain Chapel, Pa.
Linninger: Kristina Lea, born Dec.
23, 1970, to Mr. and Mrs. Larry Linninger, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Ringenary: Faye Ellen, born Jan. 26
to Mr. and Mrs. George Ringenary, New
Guilford congregation, Pa.
Rotruck: Julie Lynn, born Dec. 23,
1970, to Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Rotruck,
Carlisle congregation, Pa.

WEDDINGS

Bouder-Wert: Mrs. Catherine Wert
and Mr. John Bouder, Sr., were united
in marriage Aug. 8, 1970, in the Carlisle
Church with Rev. W. Winger officiating.
Garland-Miley: Doris Kathryn, foster
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Abram Baer,
Maugansville, Md.,-and William Garland,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Garland,
Chambersburg, Pa., Nov. 28, 1970, in
the New Guilford Church with Rev.
Adam Baer officiating, assisted by Rev.
Lewis Coss and Rev. Marlin Ressler.

OBITUARIES
Brehm: Sadie E. Brehm was born
Dec. 22, 1884, and passed away Dec. 8,
1970, in Harrisburg, Pa. She was a
member of the Messiah Chapel. Earlier
in her life she was married to a -Mr.
Snyder and upon his death she married
a Mr. Gish. Her third marriage was to
Rev. David Brehm who predeceased her
in 1965. She is survived by a daughter,
Mrs. Charles Anderson; three sons: J.
Edgar Gish, J. Glenn Gish and Victor L.
Gish; three stepdaughters: Mrs. Seth
Sentz, Miss Leah F. Brehm and Mrs.
Almon E. Shirk; two stepsons, S. Paul
Brehm and Glace F. Brehm. Also two
sisters and a brother survive besides 11
grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren.
Funeral' service was held from the
Messiah Home Chapel with Rev. Leroy
Yoder officiating. Burial was in the
Shenk's Cemetery, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Hinkle: James Hinkle, age 15, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Hinkle, Carlisle, Pa.,
passed away Jan. 2, 1971. He was a
member of the Carlisle Church. Burial
was held from the Roth Funeral Home,
Carlisle with his pastor, Rev. W. Winger
officiating.
McCleaf: Mrs. Rena McCleaf, 72,
passed away Jan. 29, the result of an
accident. She was a native of Adams
County, Pa., and was the daughter of
the late William and Savilla Byers Watson. She was a member of the Iron
Springs Church. She is survived by her
husband, E. Lance McCleaf and the
following children: Mrs. Mae V. Solomon, Mrs. Florence Williams, Betty,
Emmert, Mrs. Dorothy Jean Sollenberger, and Mrs. R. Norma Jacobs; also 12
grandchildren. Funeral service was held
from the Wilson Funeral Home, Fairfield, Pa., with Pastor Amos L. Kipe
officiating, assisted by Rev. James Lesher. Burial was in the Fairfield Union
Cemetery.
Van Lear: Thella R. Van Lear was
born July 9, 1901, and passed away Jan.
24. Her husband, Charles, preceded her
in death in 1968. There were no close
survivors. Funeral services were held
from the Christian Union Church, of
which she was a member. Rev. Carl
Stump, her pastor, was the officiating
clergyman with burial in the adjoining
cemetery.
Wingert: John C. Wingert was born
Feb. 15, 1890, at Ringgold, Md., and
passed away Nov. 5, 1970. He is survived by six daughters: Mrs. John Wiles,
Emma, Hannah, Mrs. Paul Musser, Mrs.
Omar Nicarry and Clara; and one son,
Ernest. Also twelve grandchildren and
twelve great-grandchildren. Funeral services were conducted from the New
Guilford Church with Pastor Marlin
Ressler in charge, assisted by Rev. Glenn
Niswander. Burial was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
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The Contemporary Scene
MCC ( C a n a d a ) A n n u a l M e e t i n g
Mennonite Central Committee (Canada) was one of the
few denominational agencies in Canada which met its
budget last year, but its board of directors is worried
nevertheless about constituency relations.
The Executive Committee's report to the MCC (Canada)
Annual Meeting in Clearbrook, British Columbia, suggested
that much of the criticism which it is getting comes from
people who think that it is getting too involved in political
matters.
" I t is significant," wrote Chairman D. P. Neufeld on
behalf of the Executive Committee, " t h a t 90 percent of the
criticism is directed at less than five percent of our
program." The reference here was to the amounts of money
budgeted for various projects. The aid to draft-age immigrants f r o m the United States, for example, accounts for
only Vi of one percent of MCC (Canada)'s budget, yet it has
drawn extensive negative reaction from some individuals
and churches.
The Mennonite press was chastised for having played up
the small, but controversial projects too much.
The mood of the two-day meeting in the Bakerview MB
church was cautious and conciliatory.
A board member's recommendation that MCC (Canada)
become an active partner w i t h other conferences and
agencies in the formation of a new, more broadly based
inter-Mennonite periodical to succeed The Canadian Mennonite was defeated.
The board d i d , however, approve the Executive Committee's recommendation that an immediate study be made of
the current and projected publishing interests of the
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches in Canada.
Because this review is to be undertaken in cooperation w i t h
the constituent conferences, some cautioned the board not
to expect the study to be completed as early as some had
hoped. It would take a m i n i m u m of a year or t w o they
suggested.
Program
The treasurer, in giving the financial report for the past
year, said that contributions serve as a barometer of
constituency feeling. It was a good sign, he indicated, that
giving increased steadily during 1970.
MCC (Canada)'s total cash income last year amounted to
3853,115. Of this amount $151,600 was earned by

Voluntary Service workers, $37,300 was received from the
sale of self-help items, and $38,300 came from forwardings
and the sale of material. The remaining $626,000 were
contributions. The income .from relief sales, amounting to
$104,780 in 1970, made up over 16 percent of the
contributed monies.
In 1971 MCC (Canada) is anticipating a total of
$645,000 in donations and grants.
The Canadian International Development Agency gave
MCC (Canada) grants totalling $45,400 last year, and it has
indicated that it would appreciate receiving further project
proposals from MCC. Board members wondered what, if
any, strings were attached to the CI DA grants. The staff
replied that there were none as far as they could ascertain.
MCC's philosophy of attempting to provide assistance
directly to individuals, rather than through various layers of
organizational structure, appeals to CI DA. MCC (Canada)
anticipates an increase in the amount it will be receiving
f r o m C I D A i n 1971.
Personnel
Of the 753 people now in MCC service, 1 4 9 - 2 0
percent—are Canadians, an increase of almost 40 percent
over 1969.
The A k r o n , Pennsylvania, personnel office reported that
of the 802 who applied for service in 1970 only 321 were
placed. The remaining 481 persons were not assigned for
various reasons. Here is how the Executive Committee
report explained it:
" 1 . Some fell by the wayside because of the screening
process. They did not have the spiritual, physical, or
psychological resources which are needed.
" 2 . Some dropped out because they found other places
of service or study.
" 3 . Some dropped out because they did not possess the
needed skills.
" 4 . Some good candidates could not be placed because
MCC did not have the funds to expand its program to the
point where all applicants would be used."
The number of Voluntary Service placements in Canada
has been increasing. A t the conclusion of 1970, 57 workers
were serving in Newfoundland; Sherbrook, Quebec; Ottawa,
Toronto, Oshawa, Kitchener, Winnipeg, Waldheim, Saskatchewan; New Westminster, and Abbotsford.
—Larry Kehler
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